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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Petrecca 
et al. (US 5,781 ,894). Petrecca is considered to disclose the claimed method 
comprising: 

the client application activating (column 2 lines 49-56); 

the client application commencing an online session with an online server, 
the online server transmitting sponsorship data to the client application, the 
sponsorship data comprising a sponsorship object including a resource locator 
associated with a sponsorship label to be displayed and a resource locator associated 
with a click-through of the sponsorship label (column 4 lines 1-4); 

the client application causing a client window to be displayed on the output 
device (column 4 lines 62-67); 

the client application displaying a sponsorship label on the client window, the 
sponsorship label comprising a hypertext link, wherein when the user clicks through on 
the sponsorship label, the client application causes the local device to access the 
resource locator associated with a click-through of the sponsorship label (column 4 lines 
6-42 wherein the disclosed activation number are considered to anticipated the claimed 



Application/Control Number: 09/632,774 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3622 

sponsorship label click-through resource locator because both allow a client user to 
access an advertising sponsor through a method or instruction in a software product); 

the client application causing a first advertisement to be displayed in the client 
window, wherein the client application retrieves the first advertisement from a memory 
cache local to the local device (column 3 lines 6-13), 

the online server transmitting a second advertisement to the client application 
(again column 3 lines 6-13 since a plurality of advertisements are disclosed which 
anticipates the claimed second advertisement); and 

the client application causing the second advertisement to be displayed in the 
client window (again column 3 lines 6-13 since a plurality of advertisements are 
disclosed which anticipates the claimed second advertisement). Petrecca is considered 
to also disclose the claimed public telephone switched network (column 4 line 5), online 
authorization (column 4 line 36), internet web page (column 2 line 34 wherein the 
disclosed network transmission implies internet web page because both perform the 
same function, in the same manner, with the same result), and title bar (column 2 line 
53). 

Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Golden 
et al. (US 5,761 ,648). Golden is considered to disclose the claimed method comprising: 

a client application activating (column 4 lines 56-65); 

the client application commencing an online session with the online server 
(column 4 lines 2-5); 
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the online server transmitting sponsorship data to the client application, the 
sponsorship data comprising a sponsorship object including a resource locator 
associated with a sponsorship label to be displayed (column 4 lines 6-8); 

the client application causing a client window to be displayed on the output 
device (column 4 line 60); 

the client application causing a sponsorship label to be displayed on the client 
window, the sponsorship label comprising a hypertext link associated with a resource 
locator to be accessed if a user clicks on the sponsorship label (column 5 lines 64-67); 

the client application receiving a first advertisement from a memory cache local 
to the local device (column 7 lines 1-67 wherein the disclosed coupon updating steps is 
considered to anticipate the claimed advertisement cache retrieval because both are 
interpreted to be incentives (advertisements and coupons) and updating implies a local 
memory cache retrieval must be used for the update); and 

the client application causing the first advertisement to be displayed in the client 
window (column 8 lines 34-39). Golden is considered to also disclose the claimed 
second advertisement (column 5 line 45), public telephone switched network (column 1 
line 12), and online authorization (column 2 lines 1-8). 

Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by West 
et al. (US 5,845,259). West is considered to disclose the claimed system comprising: 
commence an online session with an online server (column 4 lines 9-25); 
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display a client window on an output device of the local device (column 4 lines 
29-32); 

obtain sponsorship data from the online server, the sponsorship data comprising 
a sponsorship object including a source locator associated with a sponsorship label to 
be displayed (column 5 lines 8-27); 

display a sponsorship label on the client window, the sponsorship label 
comprising a hypertext link associated with a resource locator to be accessed if a user 
clicks on the sponsorship label (column 6 lines 1-4 wherein the disclosed touch screen 
coupon selection is considered to anticipate the claimed sponsorship label link because 
both provide client users access to an advertisement coupon sponsor through a 
resource locator-type network access); 

retrieve a first advertisement from a memory cache local to the local device 
(column 6 lines 41-56); and 

display the first advertisement in the client window (column 6 lines 56-67). West 
is considered to also disclose the claimed second advertisement (column 1 line 14), 
public telephone switched network (column 1 line 12), and online authorization (column 
6 line 3 wherein the disclosed consumer invitation implies the claimed online 
authorization because both allow access through an online means). 

Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(3) as being anticipated by 
Wendkos (US 5,983,196). Wendkos is considered to disclose the claimed system 
comprising: 
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commence an online session with an online server (column 6 lines 35-47); 

obtain sponsorship data from the online server, the sponsorship data comprising 
a sponsorship object including a resource locator associated with a sponsorship label to 
be displayed and a resource locator associated with a click-through of the sponsorship 
label (column 8 lines 28-54 wherein the disclosed source field is considered patentably 
equivalent to the claimed click through sponsorship label because both identify 
sponsorship promotion data through a resource locator-like access link point); 

display a client window on an output device (column 12 lines 61-67); 

display a sponsorship label on the client window, the sponsorship label 
comprising a hypertext link wherein the user clicks through on the sponsorship label, the 
client application causes the local device to access the resource locator associated with 
a click-through of the sponsorship label (column 16 lines 49-66 wherein the disclosed 
interactive promotional game network award is considered to anticipate the claimed 
sponsorship label link because both provide client users access and sponsor awards 
through a resource locator-type network access); 

retrieve a first advertisement from a local memory cache (column 15 lines 40-53 
wherein the disclosed participant instant win credit record is considered patentably 
equivalent to the claimed local memory first advertisement retrieval because both 
access data that is to be later compared for display); 

display the first advertisement in the client window (column 16 lines 39-48 
wherein the disclosed computer terminal interaction is considered patentably equivalent 
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to the claimed first advertisement display because both display promotional information 
based on a client user interaction); 

obtain a second advertisement from the online server (column 15 lines 40-53 
wherein the disclosed participant instant win credit record is considered patentably 
equivalent to the claimed online server advertisement retrieval because both access 
data that is to be later compared for display to an earlier retrieval from a different 
database); and 

display the second advertisement in the client window (column 16 lines 39-48 
wherein the disclosed computer terminal interaction is considered patentably equivalent 
to the claimed second advertisement display because both display promotional 
information based on a client user interaction). Wendkos is considered to also disclose 
the claimed public telephone switched network (column 12 line 60), online authorization 
(column 7 line 43 wherein the disclosed award code implies the claimed online 
authorization because both allow authorization through an online means), internet web 
page (column 6 line 46), play list display (column 6 line 37), and title bar (column 4 line 
38 wherein the disclosed interactive platform anticipates the claimed title bar because 
both are methods of conveying a promotional incentive, such as an advertisement, to 
client users). 

Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
LaLaonde et al. (US 5,283,731). LaLaonde is considered to disclose the claimed 
method comprising: 
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the client application commencing an online session with an online server by 
establishing a communication channel from the local device to the online server (column 
2 lines 59-66); 

the client application displaying a client window on the output device of the local 
device (column 5 lines 4-7); 

the client application causing at least one advertisement to be displayed in the 
client window (column 7 lines 25-30); 

the user using the input device to interact with the client window and thereby 
access data from a web server (column 6 lines 19-25); 

the client application monitoring the user's interaction with the client window and 
assembling a usage history for the user based on the user's interaction, the usage 
history being descriptive of the subject matter of the data that the user of the data 
accessed from the web server (column 6 lines 31-41 ); 

the client application receiving an instruction from the user to terminate the online 
session (column 7 lines 20-22); 

the client application displaying an exit window on the output device of the local 
device wherein the exit window includes an advertisement box associated with an exit 
window advertisement (column 7 lines 17-20 wherein the disclosed subsequent 
advertisement query implies the claimed exit window advertisement because both 
provide an advertisement opportunity prior to exit); 

the online user identifying an exit window advertisement for display to the user 
based upon the usage history, wherein a subject matter of the exit window 
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advertisement is related to the subject matter described in the usage history (again 
column 7 lines 17-20 wherein the disclosed subsequent advertisement query implies the 
claimed exit window advertisement because both provide an advertisement opportunity 
prior to exit); 

the online server transmitting instructions to the local device to display the exit 
window advertisement in the advertisement box of the exit window (column 7 lines 20- 
22); 

the client application causing the exit window advertisement to be displayed in 
the advertisement box of the exit window (again column 7 lines 17-20 wherein the 
disclosed subsequent advertisement query implies the claimed exit window 
advertisement because both provide an advertisement opportunity prior to exit). 
LaLaonde is considered to also disclose the claimed cancellation instruction (column 5 
line 34), dial-up communication (column 8 lines 19-22), and authorization (column 5 line 
33). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on March 24, 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Examiner has more clearly explained how each prior art 
reference is considered to anticipate the claimed inventions. 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) because they amount 
to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 
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pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the 
references. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (c) because they do not 
clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view 
of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, 
they do not show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Gravini whose telephone number is 703 308 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on flex time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric W Stamber can be reached on 703 305 8469. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

SMG w 
5-26-2004 



